


	
DUSCI 2026 Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program
Drake University

Application deadline is Wednesday, April 1 at 12 pm




Pending funding approval, Drake Undergraduate Science Collaborative Institute (DUSCI) anticipates awarding summer fellowships to students interested in pursuing research projects in collaboration with Drake faculty mentors. Proposals from the sciences, math, computer science, and science/math education (in A&S, CPHS and SOE) are welcome and encouraged. 

The Fellowships
[bookmark: _Hlk167961058]The fellowships provide an opportunity for undergraduate students and their faculty mentors to engage in eight weeks of full-time scholarly activity. Students earn $15 per hour and can work up to 8 hours per day/40 hours per week (except for holidays), for a maximum of $4,800 per fellowship- minus required IRS taxes. To be eligible for the fellowship, a student must be enrolled full-time at Drake during the fall semester following the completion of the program. 

The Program
The Summer Research Program features:

· Eight weeks of full-time research in collaboration with a Drake faculty mentor (May 26 – July 17, 2026)
· Opportunities to interact with a DUSCI Fellows cohort.
· At the end of the research program, students will give oral presentations of their research projects (July 17, 2026).  Two presenters will be selected to present their work at a DUSCI Research Colloquium in fall 2026 or spring 2027.

· 
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This application consists of 3 parts (see pages 3-4):
1. Cover sheet
2. Research narrative
3. Faculty statement of support

Please submit completed applications via email to: Heidi Sleister, DUSCI Director, Biology Department, A&S, SCB 208 (heidi.sleister@drake.edu) by Wednesday, April 1 at noon. Funding decisions will be announced during DUCURS 2026 (April 16th).

Summer Program Expectations
Students who receive a DUSCI summer research fellowship are expected to:
· Attend the information session on the first day of the program- Tuesday, May 26 at 9am.
· Use a timecard to keep track of summer hours worked, with a maximum of 8 hours/day and 40 hours/week (this includes all Drake summer positions).  
· Follow guidelines for lab safety, IRB, and IACUC, as applicable.
· Informally share research progress with other research fellows 2 times during the summer (dates/times TBA).
· Participate in a half-day field trip to a local science organization. 
· Present your research at the DUSCI Summer Research Symposium on Friday, July 17.
· Submit a brief summary describing your summer research accomplishments to DUSCI by Friday, July 24. 
· Submit a survey to share your experience in the DUSCI summer research program by Friday, July 24.
· Present your research findings at a DUSCI research colloquium in fall 2026 and/or Drake University Conference on Undergraduate Research in the Sciences (DUCURS) in April 2027.

Institutional Review Board and Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
Students whose research involves people, whether as participants in experiments or as respondents to interviews or questionnaires, are required to report their research to the Institutional Review Board (IRB). In addition, some research proposals must be reviewed and approved by the IRB.  Students whose research involves animals are required to report their research to and receive approval from the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).  

If your research is a part of an ongoing faculty research project, it may already have been reported to the IRB or IACUC and you may not have to report your summer project. Talk to your faculty sponsor, read the IRB and IACUC guidelines and procedures, available at:  http://www.drake.edu/academics/irb/  http://www.drake.edu/academics/iacuc/index.php, or consult with the chair of the IRB and/or IACUC.

1. Cover Sheet

· Name of applicant:  
· Drake ID number:  
· Email address:
· Expected year of graduation (class year): 
· Declared major(s) (if not declared, write “none”):  
· Title of research proposal: 
· Name of faculty sponsor(s):  
· Faculty sponsor(s)’ department(s):  
· If you (student applicant) have received funding for summer research (e.g. NSF, NIH, Research Corporation, DUSCI, etc.) in the last three years, please list them below. If you have not received support for summer research before, write “none”.  

· Do you have funds to conduct research during this summer? If yes, please indicate the source. If support is pending, write “pending” and indicate the source of potential funding and when you are likely to know the decision about this support.

· Please describe why you want to participate in the DUSCI summer research program. How will the program contribute to your personal and professional preparation?

· If selected for the summer research program, where will you be working on the research project?  How much time will you be able to dedicate to the project in the summer (May 26-July 17)?

· Will you be able to follow all of the “summer program expectations” described above? Please describe any concerns you have. 

· I have read and will comply with the Institutional Review Board or Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee requirements for research involving people or animals.  |_| Yes    |_|  No

· Signature of applicant, and faculty sponsor(s)

Applicant _________________________________________________________________________

Faculty sponsor(s) _________________________________________________________________________






2. Research Proposal

Please attach a description of your proposed research plan, written for a non-specialist. Your narrative (not including figures, tables, and bibliography) should be no longer than four (4) pages, double-spaced, in 12-point font.

Your research proposal should:
· State the question(s) to be addressed by your research project and describe their significance.
· Describe the experimental plan, approach(es), or methodology you will use, and how your methodology/approach(es)/experiment(s) will address the research question(s) listed in the first section.
· Describe any alternative approaches or experimental plans, if applicable.
· Include appropriate references for the proposed research in the format for a journal in your field of research.

Please consult with your faculty sponsor when preparing your proposal.



3. Faculty Statement

Please attach a signed statement from your faculty sponsor answering the following questions about you and your research proposal. Faculty comments should be limited to two (2) pages, double-spaced and should not explain, amplify, or repeat the research proposal in Part 2.

· Is the background and experience of the student applicant appropriate for the project? Comment on the student’s academic performance in your department or program.
· What is the need for the student in the research proposal? If the student is not involved in the entire project, what role will the student play?
· How does the student’s research proposal relate to your overall research program (if applicable)? 
· In what way do you expect participation in this research project to benefit the student?
· What are your realistic expectations for progress by the student in this research project?
· Will you be available to mentor the research student in summer 2026?
· How many hours per week do you anticipate working directly with the student, and will these meetings be in person at Drake or remote?
· If you are notified that your student is selected for a summer research fellowship by April 16, 2026, will this give you enough time to have all items/materials needed for the project in place for the project to be successful?
· Drake faculty mentors who are on a 9-month contract and who do not have grant funds to support summer research can request a small stipend (pending available funding). Please indicate here if you do not already have Drake/grant funding for the summer.
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